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Applicants respectfully traverse the Restriction Requirement of 
May 5, 2008. 

In reviewing the Office's justification for the restriction, it is noted that Group I, 
claims 1-10 and 21-29, are said to be classified in class 704, subclass 227, whereas 
Group II, claims 11-20 and 30-37, are said to be classified in class 704, subclass 
228. However, neither subclass deals with encoders versus decoders. One (227) 
deals with pretransmission noise in transmission of speech signal processing. While 
this noise is likely present near encoders and decoders, the present claims do not 
involve the treatment of noise. Hence, it is respectfully submitted that the 
independent claims are not properly classified in 704/227 or 704/228. Further, the 
undersigned could not find a classification in 704 that distinguished between 
encoders and decoders, perse. Accordingly, withdrawal of this restriction 
requirement is respectfully requested. 
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For completeness, Applicants elect Group II, including claims 1 1-20 and 30- 
37, with traversal, for examination at this time. Favorable action on the merits is 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney pc 



Date: June 2. 2008 



P.O. Box 1404 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1404 
703 836 6620 



By: 




Charles F. Wietand 
Registration No. 33096 



